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Dr. Leith’s two churehes which he 
has served are shown here: Seeond, 
Nashville, (above) and Auburn, Ala., 
(below). In between came two years 


of graduate work at Yale. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Supports Soldier’s Plan to Give Direct Aid 





Sees New Way to Fight 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


That letter in your issue of January 1, 
1951 (page 4), written by a young Korean 
soldier to his friend back home moved me 
very much. I assume that you communi- 
cated with the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, and I wonder what he is 
going to say. The idea of having clothes 
and help distributed directly by the troops 
is a completely novel one, so far as I know, 
and yet it is profoundly right. Our boys 
would rather be helping than killing. It 
may be that fighting a war in this new 
way would win civilians over to our side 
much more quickly than the military gov- 
ernment which we are accustomed to set 
up. I wonder what kind of support we 
could build up behind this soldier’s idea. 

The charge that the North Koreans are 
using American ammunition ought to be 
investigated. The American people ought 
to be informed what American firms have 
manufactured the ammunition that is now 
killing American boys. It has gone on in 
every war up until now. It is safe to as- 





time. 





ABR. a ABE BEES. 


the time—is valuable. 





Beginning Next Week 


CHANGES I HAVE SEEN 


by Walter L. Lingle 





sume that the young soldier’s charges 
that it is happening again is absolutely 
true. . 
CHARLES J. TURCK, 
President. 
Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn. 


Urges Calendar Revision 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In the December 25 issue of your fine 
paper there is a thought-provoking article 
entitled, “Unscriptural Days and Seasons,” 
by Dr. Wm, Crowe, Jr. The article gives 
voice to an opinion held by many minis- 
ters throughout our church. Not many of 
our ministers would dare follow in detail 
the present program of days and seasons 
suggested by the General Council. To do 
so would absolutely prevent a real preach- 
ing ministry that our congregations need 
so very much, 

No church program is complete if it is 
built around the causes of the church to 
the exclusion of the great Biblical truths 
and events of historical Christianity. 
Along with the new plan of reorganization 





Dr. Lingle, well known throughout the church for his long and rich serv- 
ice, who for some years wrote a weekly page for this paper's predecessor before 
beginning with the Christian Observer, was asked by our editors to write three 
articles on important changes which he has seen in the church during his life- 


He has complied, with the following articles which will appear here 


beginning next week: 


CHANGES I HAVE SEEN 


IN. 


I. (1) The Position and 
Work of Women in 
the Church. 


II. (2) The Bible and Scien- 
tific Theories. 


(3) The Church’s Attitude 
Toward the Confes- 
sion of Faith 


(4) Inspiration of 
Scriptures. 


the 


III. (5) Theological Education. 
(6) Worship. 
(7) The Minister. 


(8) Preaching. 


Your paid-up subscription to THE OUTLOOK during this time——and all 
You will not want to miss a single issue. 


COMING: The Church Workers Series and other interesting features. 
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of the Assembly agencies many of ts 
hoped for the consolidation and simplifi- 
cation of the church program. Most minis- 
ters agree that we have too many special 
days, seasons and study books. There isn’t 
time enough to do justice to all of them. 

Let us call upon the General Council to 
begin anew with the basic Biblical em- 
phasis upon doctrine and historical relig- 
ious events of the Christian Church and 
present a simplified and dignified church 
program that our people can follow with 
enthusiasm. 


EMMETT McGUKIN. 
Lynchburg, Va. 


Oversight Corrected 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


I suppose when one is writing an edi- 
torial such as yours on “They Did Some- 
thing in 1950” (OUTLOOK, Jan. 1) it is 
quite impossible to cover the whole field. 
Being most particularly interested in 
Davidson I would call attention to the fact 
that in concluding this year we are mark- 
ing the successful completion of much the 
largest financial campaign in the history 
of the college. Gifts to that program now 
stand at approximately $2,680,000. Of this 
amount approximately $1,000,000 has gone 
into endowment and the remainder into 
the construction of a new gymnasium, a 
new church, a student union and the be- 
ginning of plans for the Belk Dormitory. 

Another item of news at Davidson this 
year has been the inclusion of the college 
in a limited list of liberal arts colleges in 
the country approved by the American 
Chemical Society. This approval carries 
real advantages for students preparing for 
medicine and for those preparing for work 
as professional chemists. 

One other item is the choice, out of the 
present student body, of another Rhodes 
Scholar, following the selection of a 
Davidson student for the same high honor 
last year. I believe these are worthy of 
recognition. . 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 
Davidson, N. C. 


@®EDITORS’ NOTE—We deeply regret 
this omission, though it is probably better, 
while no more forgiveable, to omit an 
Alma Mater from such a list than other in- 
stitutions. It is good that Dr. Cunningham 
has reminded us of these notable achieve- 
ments. 


@While we are doing this, perhaps we 
should also call attention to another sig- 
nificant occasion of the year—the Centen- 
nial anniversary of Goodland Indian Or- 
phanage at Hugo, Okla. This was a well- 
planned event, executed in an inspiring 
manner, 


Ministerial Directory Coming 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Work on the Ministerial Directory has 
been delayed because of unforeseen diffi- 
culties and the necessary commitments of 
the printer in the making of other con- 
tracts. The exact date of publication can- 
not be fixed at this time but every effort 
is being made to bring the book from the 
press sometime in March. 

Ministers and members of our churches 
may secure copies at cost, $3.50. Those 
who have not sent their orders should not 
delay further because the number being 
printed is not greatly in excess of orders 
received at time contract was let. Many 
failed to secure copies of the first Direc- 
tory because the edition had been sold out 
when they finally ordered. 

E. C. SCOTT, 
Stated Clerk. 
701 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffi i 
the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, ine. 1 gy SS 


Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Employees of Baptist 
Board Governed by 


Labor Relations Act 


Officials See Threat to 
Church-State Principle 


Nashville, Tenn. (RNS)—Shipping, 
maintenance and multigraph employees 
of the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board plant here will vote under 
National Labor Relations Board super- 
vision, whether to form a labor union 
local. Eligible to participate in the 
election are 125 workers. 

The election was arranged after the 
NLRB, in a 3-2 decision, ruled that, 
according to the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act, the Baptist agency was en- 
gaged in interstate commerce, and that 
the Act did not exempt religious insti- 
tutions from its provisions. 

The minority report contended that, 
in line with past policy, it was not the 
intent of Congress to extend NLRB 
jurisdiction to non-profit religious ac- 
tivities. 

Southern Baptist officials have termed 
the NLRB decision ‘‘a direct act against 
the separation of church adn state.’’ 
They said that ‘“‘neither the NLRB nor 
any other governmental agency has the 
constitutional right to direct the affairs 
of a religious body.”’ 


Church Radio Station 
Denied FCC License 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—The Fe1- 
eral Communications Commission ex- 
aminer has recominended that an apnpli- 
cation by the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints for a 
radio station at Independence, Mo., be 
denied on the grounds that grant of such 
a license would conflict with the First 
Amendment. 

Hearing Examiner J. D. Bond recom- 
mended to the commission that it close 
the door on the Mormon application be- 
cause grant of such a license would be 
unconstitutional. 

Implications of the examiner’s report 
may be far-reaching if it is adopted. 

The FCC examiner held that the Re- 
organized Latter-Day Saints Church had 
as its principal objective in operating 
the station the propagation of its relig- 
ious doctrines and proselytization of the 
prospective radio zudience. 

To grant the church a license under 
such circumstances, the examiner de- 
clared, would be a violation of the con- 
stitutional requirements of separation of 
Church and State. 


ATS to Receive $100,000 Gift 


Turnbull Kin Provide for Endowment of Chair of Bible 


A bequest of approximately $100,000 
for the General Assembly’s Training 
School has been announced. The Rich- 
mond, Va., institution was made the 
residuary legatee of the $126,400 estate 
of Harvey C. Wise who died Dec. 24 in 
Lexington, Va. 

After providing $20,000 for relatives, 
the will specifies that the remainder is 
to go into the Martin Ryerson Turnbull 
Endowment Fund for the chair of Bible. 
Mrs. Wise, who died five years ago, was 
the sister of the late Dr. Turnbull, pro- 
fessor of Bible at the Training School 
from 1919 to 1936. Mr. Wise, who died 
at the age of 78, had banking and in- 
surance interests in Lexington. Dr. 
Turnbull died in January, 1949, after a 
long illness. 


Alumnae of ATS have been working 
toward a like fund during the past two 
years and last commencement contrib- 
uted a check for $13,000 toward the 
same objective. Faculty and others have 
added $2,000 more to the funds in hand, 
while alumnae gifts will likely increase 
their contribution at the next com- 
mencement. 


The Training School has plans for a 
new building, with funds having been 
sought for several years but officials say 
present disturbed conditions in the 
building market have deferred construc- 
tion. The fund for this effort is said 
to be approximately $275,000 with more 
still being sought. 


Church in India Faces Change 


PLAN to establish a Christian 

university in Travancore-Cochin 

Province — strongest Christian 
center in India—was discussed at a 
mass meeting at Adoor, South India, 
this week. 

India has a number of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic colleges which are af- 
filiated with secular universities, but 
this appears to be the first time that 
a movement has been launched for a 
Christian university. 

The proposed university would be a 
counterpart of the Benares Hindu Uni- 
versity and the Moslem University at 
Alighar, North India, two of the coun- 
try’s leading religious communal in- 
stitutions. 

Some supporters of the Indian Chris- 
tian university have visualized it as a 
joint Protestant-Catholic project. In- 
tormed church sources, however, believe 
that a jointly-sponsored institution is 
not feasible. Such a university, if it 
materializes, they say, will be a Prot- 
estant one. 


Strong Christian Center 

Speakers at the Adoor meeting de- 
scribed the Travancore-Cochin Province 
as the logical area for an Indian Chris- 
tian University because of its large 
Christian population. The state’s 1,140,- 
515 Christians constitute one-third of 
Travancore’s population and more than 
one-fifth of the entire Christian com- 
munity in India. 

According to some Christian leaders, 
an Indian university supported and 
staffed by Christians would help to over- 


come the efforts of the Travancore- 
Cochin government to control the ad- 
ministration of Christian schools. 

A new policy of the provincial gov- 
ernment in regard to the Christian 
schools is reported to have caused con- 
siderable concern to Christian groups in 
the past several months. 

Shortly before Christmas, a delegation 
from the Christian School Managers’ 
Association of Travancore-Cochin pro- 
tested to Prime Minister Nehru and 
other government leaders in New Delhi 
against ‘disabilities’ suffered under the 
policy of the Travancore Department of 
Education. 

The policy in question requires pri- 
vate schools to deposit 80 per cent of 
their income with the Education De- 
partment, in return for which they re- 
ceive grants to ensure payment of 
teachers’ salaries. Another provision is 
that staff appointments, promotions and 
transfers must be made from a list of 


candidates compiled by the depart- 
ment. 
Protestants, Catholics and Syrian 


Orthodox are reported united in de- 
nouncing the policy as leading toward 
the nationalization of schools. In a 
pastoral letter, Catholic Archbishop Mar 
Ivanios, of Travancore, said the policy 
infringed on the right of Christians to 
offer religious education ‘in a proper 
atmosphere by a carefully chosen staff.’”’ 


Christian Council Acts 


Previously, the Christian Council of 
India and Pakistan adopted a resolution 











at its triennial meeting in Nagpur re- 
questing its secretariat to ‘“‘study the 
situation at Travancore and elsewhere 
where the state governments appear to 
be interfering with the right of main- 
taining and managing private schools, 
and to use its good offices where pos- 
sible to secure the observance of these 
rights.’’ 

Protests against the Travancore- 
Cochin policy in regard to private 
schools also have been made by the 


HRIST did not ask for an in- 
C tellectual faith, but a faith 

of venture and courage. Not 
one qualm assails my intellect or 
intuition when I say that I know 
absolutely that God is my Father. 
To live “as seeing him who is in- 
visible’’ ideal, which 
embraces all the lesser ideals of 
my life. 

GRENFELL OF LABRADOR. 


South Travancore and the Central Tra- 
vancore dioceses of the Church of South 
India. 

Another cause for concern in Travan- 
core-Cochin is the reputedly 
communal rivalry there between Hindus 


is my one 


growing 


and Christians. The Hindu press has 


charged Christians with manipulating 

the state ministry in the 

the Christian community. 
Reflecting Christian concern over the 


situation was the resolution adopted at 


interest of 


a recent conference at Manganom which 
stated that ‘‘no sane person can help 
being alarmed at the silent growth of 
Hindu-Christian animosity in this part 
of India almost in the same manner as 
the Hindu-Moslem conflict in the 
North.”’ 


Constitution Guarantees Freedom 


Despite these adverse factors, the 
Christian missionary movement in India 
is functioning satisfactorily under the 
guarantees of full freedom for all re- 
ligious groups provided by the new In- 
dian constitution. 

In both Protestant and Catholic 
churches the movement aimed at even- 
tual complete ‘‘Indianizing”’ 
ing. 

A government official in New Delhi 
recently informed the Christian Council 
of India and Pakistan that although 
no restrictions have been placed on the 
admission of evangelistic missionaries 
to India, in the case of new missionaries 
the need for a replacement or addi- 
tional evangelical work must be proved. 


is develop- 


The government’s attitude is that no 
missionary from a _ foreign country 
should be admitted unless it has been 
established that there is ‘‘no suitable 
Indian to perform the work.’’ Most new 
missionaries sent to India by American 
Protestant boards today are “technical 
personnel” such as medical and edu- 
cation workers, rather than evangelists. 
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Property Titles Transferred 


Meanwhile, the National Christian 
Council of India and Pakistan has 
recommended that although ‘“‘the church 
in India needs and welcomes the help 
from abroad,” all 
church and mission property should be 
vested in or transferred to native bodies. 
Such action was taken by the United 
Church of Canada some months ago 
when it turned over property in north- 
ern India to native churches. 

The Roman Catholic Church in India 
took a major step toward complete ‘‘In- 
dianizing’” this month when Indian- 
Born Auxiliary Bishop Valeriano Gracias 
was appointed to succeed Thomas 
Roberts, an English Jesuit, as Arch- 
bishop of Bombay. 

At present there are some 25 native- 


of missionaries 


born Catholic prelates in India, 19 of 
them serving as ordinaries in direct 
charge of dioceses. (RNS.) 


Nine Months’ Receipts Are Shown 


Benevolences reported by Assembly 
agencies through December 31 show re- 
ceipts for nine months of the church 
year as follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Nashville), 
$135,646; decrease from last year, $41,- 
250. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $151,883, 
including $2,512 for the Montreat Cam- 
paign Fund, 

Church Extension 
zi 2. 

Education (Richmond), $188,847; in- 
crease, $29,192. 


(Atlanta), $440,- 


Students Opposed to Loyalty Oaths 


Deferment Also Urged for Students With High Academic Standing 


Oxford, O. (RNS)—Opposition to 
loyalty oaths ‘‘and any other measures 
curtailing academic freedom’ was voiced 
in a resolution adopted by delegates to 
the fourth national assembly of the Stu- 
dent Christian Association Movement 
here. 

In another resolution, the 1,306 dele- 
from the draft 
of college students who have high aca- 
standing and general ability. 
They also went on record as favoring the 


gates asked deferment 
demic 
granting of federal scholarship aid to 


students and federal aid to education in 
general. 


Earlier, Alexander Miller, a New 
Zealander, told the students. that 


‘“‘America’s great function could be to 
prove to the world that both bread and 
freedom can be provided together.”’ 

“The people of eastern Europe, China 
and Korea,” he said, ‘“‘always take bread 
when it is a choice between freedom and 
bread. When people do not have their 
share, they begin to believe they can live 
by bread alone. 


More Guestrooms 


There are over twice as many guest 
rooms as playrooms in rural parsonages. 
In only 18 per cent of the parsonages 
is there a playroom for the pastor’s chil- 
dren. 


In the recent survey of 1,171 parson- 
ages. facts were gathered regarding 13 
different recreational facilities at the 
parsonage. 


One pastor’s wife wrote, “In our first 
parsonage we had no playroom. I chased 
toys all day and the house was really 
never in order. In our present par- 
sonage we have a playroom and things 
are much easier, both for the children 
and for me. When guests arrive, ac- 
companied by their children, the chil- 
dren congregate in the playroom while 
their elders have the opportunity of a 


“The world needs three great free- 
doms—freedom from greed, freedom 
from prejudice and freedom from fear.” 

James A. Pike, chaplain at Columbia 
University in New York, was another 
speaker. 

“The Christian Church,” he said, ‘‘has 
survived many other crises in its history 
and will survive the present world strife. 
Nations come and go, but God and man 
go on.” 

“Christianity,”” he added, ‘has a 
world view and its soundness and rele- 
vance make more sense than the other 
isms.”’ 


Chaplain Pike said it was noteworthy 
that “1,300 college students, many of 
whom are faced with induction into the 
armed services, have come from all parts 
of the nation in the face of this world 
crisis. Their very presence may be a 
sign that the present generation is do- 
ing the best things in the worst times 
and hoping in the most calamitous 
period in history.”’ 


Than Playrooms 


real visit in the living room. A play- 
room is invaluable in a parsonage.’”’ 

The home ground was also a part of 
this survey of 1,171 parsonages which 
is being distributed by the Rural 
Department, Drew Seminary, Madison, 
N. J. Seven out of ten of the parson- 
age families added beauty to their lawn 
with flower beds. But the trustees were 
not so concerned. Two parsonages out 
of five needed painting. 

One pastor found several old dilapi- 
dated buildings on the parsonage lot 
when he moved in. He asked to be al- 
lowed to remove them, but his officers 
would not give their consent. The old 
buildings, no doubt, represented sacri- 
ficial gifts in labor and money of Dby- 
gone days which the older members 
cherished. 
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Our Fallen Towers of Babel 


N OLD TESTAMENT story called 
“The Tower of Babel’ conveys a 
great deal of valuable truth about 

life and history to our generation. Ac- 
cording to the story, there was once a 
people who set out to build a tower 
which would reach to heaven. This de- 
scription is no literary exaggeration. 
For it was the purpose of the builders 
to raise their tower to the height of the 
dwelling place of the gods. But God 
thwarted this effort to storm the battle- 
ments of heaven. He scattered the 
builders over the face of the earth. He 
confused them with a multitude of 
tongues. The tower became a rubble 
heap. 


Answer to Life’s Questions 


As we seek to relate this ancient story 
to life in our times, we may very well 
begin by observing that it is more than 
a story. It is an answer to questions 
which life raises for every man. It is 
a philosophy of history written in story- 
book form so that the simplest can un- 
derstand its meaning. 

One of the most important achieve- 
ments in life is the ability to ask the 
right questions. Wrong questions have 
no right answers, and trivial ques- 
tions are hardly worth answering. The 
Hebrew had the insight to see the issue 
and to ask the important questions. He 
was a nomad who was never anesthe- 
tized by the noise, the bigness, the pre- 
tense of the city. He observed life with 
a keenness and a freshness which has 
made all men his debtors. The questions 
which life raised for him are essentially 
the same as those which confront us to- 
day. 

He knew that all men are brothers, 
members one of another. It was a con- 
viction of his faith that all men have a 
common origin; God ‘‘made from one 
every nation of men to live on the face 
of the earth.’”’” But on every side the 
Hebrew saw that men did not live as 
brothers. Man’s inhumanity to man 
made countless thousands mourn. Why 
does man deny his native brotherhood? 

Moreover, the Hebrew knew that man 
was made for a high and lofty destiny. 
He has great aspirations, hopes, ambi- 
tions. He is an image, a reflection of 
the Divine Glory. But on every side 
man’s ambitions are frustrated and his 
hope brought to despair. The loftier 
man’s plans, the more terrible their col- 
lapse. Why should man be mocked this 
way? Is life only a cruel joke? Did 
God give man the passion to love only 
to torment him by hate? Did he bestow 
upon him the capacity to dream only to 
mock him by his defeats. Why does life 
which appears so wonderful in its 
springtime turn out so badly in its 
autumn? 

The Hebrew was not alone in his 
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awareness of these questions, though he 
saw them more clearly than others. 
Everywhere men attempted to answer 
them by building huge temples operated 
by clever priests, establishing great 
empires run by ingenious politicians, 
erecting massive pyramids, or accumu- 
lating vast fortunes. But the Hebrew 
was aware that these answers sooner or 
later turned to dust and ashes. Why? 
The story of the tower of Babel con- 
tained the insight which helped him to 
understand these questions and to find 
their real answer. 


The Story of Every Man 


The answer which our story gives to 
these problems is intelligible only in the 
context of the Hebrew’s belief about 
God and man. It stands against the 
background of the first chapters of 
Genesis which tell in story-book lan- 
guage the history of every man and na- 
tion. 

The sequence of events in these first 
chapters is signifificant. Man is created 
in the image of God. This is to say that 
the meaning of his life is found in his 
relationship with God. God is the cen- 
ter of his life and in the light of God 
he sees and judges everything. As 
someone has said, man is made to run 
on fellowship with God, just as an auto- 
mobile is made to run on gasoline. 

But man rejected the destiny which 
God gave him. He refused to be a re- 
flection of God. He wanted to be God 
himself. When the tempter said, ‘‘You 
shall be as God,” he rebelled. He de- 
clared his independence. Christian the- 
ology has described this rebellion as the 
sin of pride, which in common language 
is self-centeredness. It is the refusal 
to let God be the center of life. It is 
substituting the ego for God, estimating 
everything in terms of the “TI” or “my”: 
myself, my race, my family, my nation, 
my church. Thus, life becomes a mul- 
titude of anarchic centers warring 
against one another, when God alone 


should be the center of life. For this 
reason pride, self-centeredness—not 
drunkenness or adultery—is the really 
great sin. 

According to the Genesis narrative, 
man’s self-centeredness finally became 
so intolerable that God sent a flood upon 
the earth which destroyed all mankind 
except Noah and his family. The flood 
is more than a physical catastrophe. It 
represents the profound truth that God 
is still God, even though man has de- 
clared his independence of him and set 
up his own kingdom. 

Such is the background which the Old 
Testament gives to the story of the 
Tower of Babel. The sequence of events 
suggests a motivation for the builders. 
If man had only had a tower which 
reached to heaven when the floods came, 
he could have escaped. A tower would 
fulfill the proud boast of the first man: 
‘“‘We shall be as God.”’ If there is a god, 
a tower would make him unnecessary, 
or at least harmless. But the tower 
never reached heaven for God came 
down and scattered the builders. 

The lesson which the Hebrew learned 
from this story is the utter folly of every 
human attempt to be independent of 
God. For man is not God, no matter 
how much he pretends to be. His very 
pretensions bring judgment upon him- 
self. ‘The whole of history is strewn 
with the wreckage of his elaborate 
towers of Babel. 


Our Towers Are No More Durable 


Let us proceed a step further now and 
apply this ancient story to the time in 
which we live. Our towers of Babel 
have become more ingenious, more bril- 
liant, but unfortunately no more dur- 
able. The gods descend and put to flight 
our noblest pretensions. The higher we 
build our towers, the more terrible is 
their collapse. The real privilege and 
the frightening responsibility of human 
existence is that we can use our freedom 
to build either a tower of Babel or a life 
and a society which is founded upon the 
greatness of God. 

The release of atomic energy makes 
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it possible for man to attain heights of 
well-being never before imagined or 
depths of evil never before thought pos- 
sible. The freedom to do good is in- 
spiring, but the freedom to do evil is 
verily fearsome. 

The significance of towers of Babel 
in our society become clearer when we 
consider specific instances. The ex- 
amples are innumerable, but three will 
suffice. The first is economic secur- 
ity. When men no longer trust their 
heavenly Father who clothes the lilies 
of the fields and feeds the birds of the 
air, they have to find security some- 
where else. Many in our day have tried 
to make money a substitute for God’s 
care. In the mad scramble to get more 
money to build more security, the most 
elemental rights of men have been 
trampled in the dust. Money is the 
tower which reaches to heaven and saves 
men from the vicissitudes of life and the 
judgment of God, so some have believed. 

To be sure, money is important. 
Bread, which money can buy, is impor- 
tant. It is unimportant only to the man 
who has too much. But man does not 
live by bread alone. He dies by it sooner 
or later. The tower which is built with 
money, oftentimes earned at the expense 
of a brother’s bread, always topples to 
the ground. A day comes when a man 
wants something money cannot buy, for 
sooner or later every man dies. There 
are no exceptions. 


Education's Tower 


A second tower of Babel is education. 
Only a few years ago many were 
honestly convinced that such a tower 
would lift us above the flood of God’s 
judgment. The dispensing of knowl- 
edge would establish the Kingdom, or 
so we thought. But in our day Justice 
Jackson of the Supreme Court has said, 
“It is one of the paradoxes of our times 
that modern society needs to fear little 
except men, and what is worse, it needs 
to fear only the educated men.”” Edu- 
cated men build atomic bombs for the 
United States and for Russia. More- 
over, men use their minds not simply to 
seek justice and truth but to rationalize 
unholy privileges and sorry mistakes. 
The tower which educators sought to 
build to heaven crumbles at its base. 

A third example of a modern tower 
of Babel is to be found in the life of the 
church. Our Protestant forefathers de- 
clared that the church is where two or 
three believing people hear the voice of 
the living God and in faith obey. Today 
the church is confused with a great 
building, an official roll, a smooth organ- 
ization. Congeniality is mistaken for 
“fellowship,” a psychological nostrum 
for the unsearchable riches of Jesus 
Christ. Such churches demand and 
seminaries produce ministers who often 
resemble Chamber of Commerce pro- 
moters more than prophets of a cruci- 
fied Lord. We have been proud of the 
amazing expansion of the church during 
the last century and a half in our own 
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nation, but we must confess that in 
many respects it has been the growth of 
a successful social institution rather 
than the fellowship of the New Testa- 
ment. It is a disconcerting fact that the 
church, which claims the cross as the 
high symbol of its faith, is seldom cruci- 
fied. Few would seriously argue that 
the peace of the modern church is due 
to the world’s acceptance of the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ in race relations, in 
economic affairs, and in the common re- 
spect of man for man. The fact is that 
men attempt to find their security in a 
church from which the scandal of the 
cross has been removed. Sooner or later 
such a church crumbles. It has no an- 
swer for the deep problems of individual 
life or for gross miscarriages of justice 
in society. It passes away with this 
world. The church which becomes a 
tower of Babel is no longer the Church 
of Jesus Christ, for his Church exists 
only where men hear the voice of the 
living God and in faith obey that voice. 


Good Things Can Be Demonic 


These examples of modern towers of 
Babel are all perversions of good and 
useful human endeavors. They are a 
solemn reminder that good things when 
made a substitute for God are demonic. 
There is no tower, however noble its 
purpose or execution, which reaches to 
heaven. Man’s only security is trust in 
the living God. He is made for one 
destiny—to hear the voice of the living 
God and in faith to obey. 

a * . 

The story of the creation, the fall, the 
flood, and the tower of Babel is every 
man’s autobiography. It is the history 
of every society. ‘All have sinned and 


fall short of the glory of God.” 

Yet the story need not end in failure. 
The answer to the tragedy of Babel is 
the experience of Pentecost. Here man 
is restored to his high destiny. Here 
men do not storm the battlements of 
heaven but wait to hear the voice of the 
living God. Having heard his voice, 
they speak no longer in a confusion of 
tongues but in a universal language. 
According to the record, ‘each one 
heard them speaking in his own lan- 
guage.”’ This is not strange, for the 
voice of the living God bridges the 
chasms of earth. ‘There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is neither male nor female; 
for . . . all (are) one in Christ Jesus.” 
In the family of God every man under- 
stands his brother. 


A Revolutionary Confession 


The tragedy of Babel was human 
pride, which interprets all of life in 
terms of myself, my race, my nation, my 
chureh. In the New Testament this 
ancient and universal tragedy is cured 
by the tremendous assertion which was 
the first confession of the church: 
“Jesus Christ is Lord.’”’ This is the con- 
fession which revolutionizes life and 
society, not when it is salted away in a 
creed, but when it is written into the 
daily life of every man. 

Our modern towers of Babel—our 
false gods of race, nation, money, power, 
social prestige—are, in the words of 
Paul, dethroned powers which only ap- 
pear to rule the world. 
tenders to the throne. The throne be- 
longs to Jesus Christ. And security is 
given only to those who can say from 
the heart, ‘‘Jesus Christ is Lord!” 


They are pre- 


China Comments Are Cautious 


New York (RNS) — Press reports 
from Hong Kong that the Communist 
government in China will soon expel all 
remaining missionaries and 
American-subsidized charit- 
able institutions were received with re- 
serve by Protestant foreign missions ex- 
ecutives here. 


foreign 
confiscate 


The mission leaders acknowledged 
that the Communist regime is seeking 
to put the control of all churches, 
schools, hospitals and other institutions 
in the hands of Chinese nationals. They 
said, however, that this process was 
initiated by the mission boards them- 
selves several decades ago and was 
stepped up under pressure from the 
Chinese Nationalist government before 
the Communists came to power. 


Rowland M. Cross, secretary of the 
Far East Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, said that Hong 
Kong reports of widespread arrests of 
missionaries had little basis of fact, so 
far as American Protestant leaders were 
aware. 


An official of another interdenomina- 


tional mission board pointed out that, 
while many missionaries are leaving 
China, others are making no prepara- 
tions to leave in the coming months. 
He acknowledged, however, that no mis- 
sionaries were entering China because 
of the impossibility of obtaining ad- 
mittance permits from the Communist 
government. 

Robert J. McMullen, secretary of the 
United Board of Christian Colleges in 
China, pointed out here that that while 
press reports referred to ‘‘confiscations” 
and ‘‘seizures,”” a Chinese government 
proclamation declared it would ‘control 
and make inventory of property.” This, 
he said, was also done during the Sino- 
Japanese War, and served to protect the 
property for its owners in many cases. 

Management of mission colleges by 
Chinese nationals, he said, would in- 
volve no great change, since for the past 
25 years there have been almost no in- 
stances in which an American mission- 
ary has headed any of these schools. 
The Nationalist government required 


that college presidents be Chinese, he 
said. 
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They Said Something! 


Abolish Snedecor Synod 


From a practical point of view, the 
time has come when we will have to 
abolish the color line in our religious 
work if we wish to reach the present 
generation of Negroes. . The time 
has come when we will have to do our 
religious work among the Negroes of 
this generation on terms of Christian 
equality or not at all—WALTER L. 
LINGLE, proposing the abolition of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, Apr. 10. 


Not the Time 


“This is not the time’—this way 
of saying No is the devil’s master- 
piece. It is hard to think of any 
cause which cannot be blocked—in- 
deed which has not been blocked—by 
the judicious affirmation that ‘‘this is 
not the time.’-—SIMEON STYLITES, 
Apr. 10. 


‘On Earth . 


God strictly enforces moral segrega- 
tion in heaven, but makes no provision 
whatsoever for racial segregation there. 

But the embarrassing thing for 
many white Christians is that they 
would rather be dead than alive when 
the answer comes to their prayer that 
God’s will in heaven become normative 
for earth also. “Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.’”—-HAROLD WHITE, Apr. 
at. 


. as in Heaven’’ 


They Repaired the Manse 


Lest you should get the impression 
that for seven years the church did ab- 
solutely nothing to the manse, I would 
hasten to say that when the hurricane 
tore off a number of shingles from the 
roof the deacons agreed to replace them. 
While they were there to look over the 
damage they were shown the dropping 
sunroom ceiling and the break in the 
back porch. It was agreed that these 
repairs should be made at once for the 
good of the property. This was in Au- 
gust. The shingles were replaced in 
December and the back porch repaired 
with one board, leaving an old patch 
with a _ license plate-—MINISTER’S 
WIFE, Apr. 24. 


Paid Not to Visit 


It is easy to see that the less a 
minister spends on a car, the more 
money he has for the many other 
necessities for himself and family. 
Also, it is not difficult to understand 
that $62.25 will not pay for all these 
things in any adequate way; the 
minister must cut his car expenses in 
order to meet his other financial ob- 
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Continued from last week 


ligations. Therefore, the conclusion: 
We pay our ministers not to visit! — 
WYLIE HOGUE, Apr. 24. 


The Church and Scholarship 


So far as I know, the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church has never made an in- 
fluential contribution to theological 
scholarship. . . . It is interesting to ob- 
serve that the really significant research 
on Luther and Calvin in our time has 
been done by men who would be re- 
garded as dangerously liberal in many 
Southern Presbyterian circles —JOHN 
H. LEITH, Apr. 24. 


Stone of Hindrance 


In raising the caste system in our 
Southern Presbyterian Church we have, 
not only, in a great measure, closed the 
door of opportunity in effectively reach- 
ing our colored brethren, but—much 
more important—we have also tied a 
great stone of hindrance to our own 
spiritual progress.—E. Z. BROWNE, 
M. D., May 1. 


Fist and Arm 


The church is a psychological organ- 
ism—the Body of Christ—made by God; 
not a man-made organization. It is not 
psychologically healthy for either part 
of the body to be divided on the presby- 
tery or synod level because of race. A 
weak synod like our Negro synod can- 
not carry the gospel to its race. The 
Negro congregation can be the fist, but 
it needs strength from the arm of the 
synod and presbytery in which the Negro 
church is located.—L. W. BOTTOMS, 
May 1. 


We Must Be There 


We must affiliate ourselves with 
those organizations and groups that 
will broaden and enrich our denomi- 
nation’s life. What is more, when we 
join and use them, we must be willing 
to play our part in them. It is en- 
tirely futile and misleading to list 
agencies with which we are nominally 
associated at home and abroad whose 
gatherings we do not attend.—H. 
KERR TAYLOR, May 8. 


Some Are Innocent 


Not all those people whose homes fall 
hopelessly apart are careless of 
Christian moral standards. They are 
not all selfish or corrupt, nor have they 
all neglected or cast aside the spiritual 
values that are so important for holding 
a home together. Many are fine people, 


who, for all their high ideals and good 
intentions, are mainly and sometimes 
wholly the victims of circumstances and 
honest mistakes; and some at least, 
though in a technical legal sense labeled 
“guilty” by the state, are in fact inno- 
cent of offense. What is more, a great 
many of these people are members in 
good standing in their churches and are 
regular attendants at public worship.— 
REPORT ON DIVORCE AND RE-MAR- 
RIAGE by the Assembly’s Christain Re- 
lations Council, May 8. 


Economy of Scarcity 


In my judgment, “off-the-cuff, opin- 
ions about the need for more ministers 
are of little value without a thorough 
analysis of the real meaning of ‘600 
ministers needed’’ and without taking 
into consideration that, in Presbyterian 
polity, we must operate on ‘‘an economy 
of scarcity of ministers’? in order to 
facilitate movement in the ministry.— 
FRANK H. CALDWELL, May 15. 


Anything or Nothing 


Too often it is true that so long as 
the Session minutes are legible and 
show that the meeting was opened 
and closed with prayer, almost any- 


‘thing or nothing may happen year 


after year and be approved by the 
presbytery without exception.—W. E. 
PRICE, Feb. 13. 


They Died While We Prattled 


(It is said) that the courageous, free 
men of the socialist countries of Europe 
who live defiantly under the very guns 
of Soviet Russia are no better than the 
Red enemy against whom they stand 
allied with us. Were the socialist Nor- 
wegians “enemies of the liberties of 
men,”’ those Scandinavian fighters who 
died while we in America prattled? Are 
the socialist Swedes such enemies? And 
are social planners as such, enemies of 
the people simply because they dream of 
directed progress? Thomas Jefferson 
had a plan. So did Abraham Lincoln 
and Woodrow Wilson. Social planning 
does not necessarily mean socialism, and 
socialism, freely and democratically en- 
tered upon, does not spell communism. 
—HODDING CARTER, June 5. 


111 Are Enough 


Let no minister think his work in- 
significant, if he is a minister. 111 
souls, or even 11 souls, are enough to 
be responsible to God for. When our 
Lord Jesus spoke to crowds, he often 
met with small success. When he 
chose to be a pastor to a few, he won 
and held eleven men out of twelve.— 
KENNETH J. FOREMAN, June 19. 
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EDITORIAL 


Training School Bequest 
Friends of the Assembly’s Training 
School everywhere will be heartily en- 





couraged by the magnificent provision 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Harvey C. Wise 
of Lexington, Va., which will make 
available approximately $100,000 for 
the endowment of the M. R. Turnbull 
Chair of Bible (see page 3). Alumnae 
who have been working toward the 
same goal will be deeply gratified at 
this addition to their inspired efforts. 


Puzzling Pleasures of a Church 


A wise minister will go often to lay- 
men to seek advice about the conduct 
of church affairs and the interpretation 
of reactions among people. Some events 
occur and movements begin in church 
life, however, that seem to have no ex- 
planation and occasionally they affect 
the church profoundly. 

Recently two such movements have 
been witnessed in the church this writer 
serves. One of these we know to be 
of great significance; the other may 
be of much greater or even of much 
less significance, 


The one of which we are certain is 
the impressive number of young people 
who have gone into full-time church 
vocations in the past five years, or are 
now in preparation for these. The num- 


ber stands at seventeen. We know, of 
course, that this has been the result of 
the divine Spirit’s work, but why the 
Spirit works at some times and places 
and to some ends and not to others, we 
are unable to say. 

The other movement that we are wit- 
nessing which actually puzzles us some- 
what is the coming of Roman Catholics 
into the membership. We are wonder- 
ing how many other congregations are 
having a similar experience. We have 
received seven in two years and we now 
have three active inquirers. In no in- 
stance has the minister initiated the 
negotiations The seven is not made 
up of family groups where singleness 
of mind might cause an entire group to 
make a decision, thus making the num- 
ber being received seem less significant. 
Strangely enough, not one in the seven 
even knew any of the other six, and no 
two have been received in any one 
month. 

In every instance good family back- 
ground has been observable and in mest 
instances a high degree of devoutness 
had gone into the training of those who 
forsook their faith to become Presby- 
terians. One, indeed, had almost finished 
his training for the priesthood. He is 
now completing certain academic work 
he needed and plans to enter one of 
our seminaries next year 

So far as we can determine no one 
of the converts was interested in leav- 
ing his church because of the doctrine 
of the Assumption of Mary. In fact, 
all but one had come prior to the early 
fall when we began to read much about 
the doctrine. 

Regardless of explanations of what is 
happening in this congregation, we are 
witnessing beyond doubt the beginnings 
of revival in America. As we consider 
the mystery of the divine leadership we 
recall the words of Jesus: ‘“‘The wind 
bloweth where it listeth and thou hear. 
est the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh and whither it goeth.” 

wm. €., a. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Poling Answers Question 





“Recently an evangelist compared 
conditions in Korea and Japan. He said 
that ‘‘Modernism” in Japan had left the 
church sterile and helpless when the 
great test came, but that Fundamenta!- 
ism in Korea had a bulwark 
against Communism. Is this your con- 
clusion?’’-—W. L. C., Kansas. 

This is not my conclusion. [I would 
say, first off, that I did not find the 
difference between Japan and Korea 
Indeed [I found the 
same qualities in both Japan and Korea. 
Nor did I find anywhere in Korea a sug- 
gestion that there had been serious dif- 


been 


which you describe. 


ferences between Fundamentalists and 
Modernists. There was universal loyalty 
to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

I am completely unsympathetic with 
this effort to create or to emphasize 
“schism” in our Protestant faith and 
testimony. Often I am so troubled by 
it that I go to my knees in prayer that 
we shall learn in practice the truth of 
Paul’s timeless message found iin II Cor- 
inthians 3:6.—DANIEL A. POLING in 
Christian Herald. 





In Passing 


A Column of News and Opinion 





NOLDE ADDRESS—Highlight among 

the addresses at the recent Cleveland 
meeting of the National Council of 
Churches was made by O. Frederick 
Nolde. Dr. Nolde is director of the Com- 
mission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs of the World Council and 
the International Missionary Council. 
The address is called, ‘‘A Program of 
Christian Responsibility in the Interna- 
tional Crisis.’”” It may be secured from 
the Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill, 297 Fourth Ave., New 
York 10 at five cents a copy, $2 per 100 
copies. It is a magnificent statement 
and should be thoughtfully considered 
in all church groups. 

* * Eg 

MASS DESTRUCTION STUDY — An- 

other important study which can be 
secured from the same address (see 
above) deals with ‘‘The Christian Con- 
science and Weapons of Mass Destruc- 
tion.”’ This is the document present by 
the so-called Committee of Christian 


Scholars. A highly important section 
deals with ‘‘Peace and a_ Positive 
Strategy.”’ Price: 10c; $8 per 100 


copies. 
* * * 

CHURCH STATISTICS: Roman Catho- 

lics report a total membership now of 
27,766,141 in the U. S. A.—a gain of 
1,047,798 over a year ago. The official 
Catholie directory lists 119,173 conver- 
sions to Catholicism from other faiths 
during the year. ... The United Church 
of Canada has increased by 205,657 
members during the 25 years of its exist- 
ence. Present membership is 806,179. 
Methodists, Congregationalists and Pres- 
byterians joined in 1925 to form this 
union. The Methodist Church in 
the U. S. A. now reports 8,935,647 mem- 
bers, a gain of 143,078 over a year ago. 

* A * 

ONE-TWO CHOITIR—A choir of people 

who can’t sing has been organized at 
the Highland Park Methodist Church in 
Richmond, Va. James L. Robertson, the 
pastor, calls it the “‘One-Two Choir” be- 
cause its members “hit one note and 
miss two.’’ He says he believes people 
who aren’t good singers get a lot of 
pleasure out of trying to sing. This 
choir, of course, is in addition to the 
church’s regular choirs of ‘‘real singers.” 
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METHUSELAH WAS WELL PRESERVED 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“My heartfelt prayer for you 
is that you may be as healthy and pros- 
perous in every way as you are in soul.”’ 
—III John 1:2. (J. B. Phillips trans- 
lation.) 


the club one day boiling mad, 
which was unusual. 

“Do you know what the latest insult 
is?’”’ he asked his great-grandson, Shem, 
who always had time to listen. 

“Well, if somebody insulted you why 
didn’t you paste him one?” said little 
Shem, who was still at an age when he 
thought that the best way to settle quar- 
rels. 

“Couldn’t,” said Methuselah shortly. 
“The fellow didn’t say it to me. I just 
overheard it at the club. Somebody must 
have been talking about me. First thing 
I caught, this fresh young chap was 
saying: 


M ETHUSELAH came home from 


“ ‘Well, you can say one thing for old 
Methuselah. He’s well preserved.’ Well 
preserved! Now, can you match that? 
Talking about me as if I were a pickle 
or one of Sarah’s melon rinds.”’ 

“He didn’t mean any harm by it,” 
said little Shem. “That doesn’t sound 
mean to me. Sounds more like some- 
thing good on the pantry shelf.’”’ 

“That’s just it,’ said Methuselah. 
“Like something on the shelf. Some- 
thing down at the Antediluvian Museum 
of Antiquities, something the seller of 
sweets has had in his shop for a year. 
Worse than that. Sounds like a corpse. 
You never went to a funeral, I reckon, 
but you will. And I want you to take a 
look at what these Antediluvian under- 
takers—mummificationists I think they 
call themselves now—will do with a 
dead body. They dust it up with face 
powder and they inject it with oils and 
what they do to the insides I daren’t 
think. Saw old man Samsiluna dead last 
week and he looked more natural than 
I've seen him in two centuries.—So I’m 
well preserved, am I? So’s a dried egg. 
I don’t appreciate the compliment a 
particle.” 


ES, but Great-grandpapa, there’s 
no need to be so angry about it,” 
put in little Shem. “You know 
the man didn’t mean you any harm. 
Suppose he’d said just the opposite?’’ 
“H’m,” though the old man aloud. 
“No, that wouldn’t have done, either. 
Badly preserved, going to pieces, et 
cetera. No, my boy, I admit I wouldn’t 
have liked that either. But I still don’t 
like that expression. It just calls to 
mind something that ought to have 
fallen to pieces a long time ago but 
didn’t. Hints that I’ve outlived my 
time. 


“And furthermore,” he said, “what 
do you think the man had in his mind 
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when he said well preserved? What's 
been preserved? 

“Well your looks,’ Shem 
guessed. ‘‘Your beard—it’s been so long 
ever since I can remember. Even Grand- 
father can’t remember you without it. 
You always look the same.”’ 

“I’m afraid you’re right again, son,’ 
the old man said. ‘‘I guess that’s what 
he did mean. Just my looks, just my 
shell. Why, that’s nothing startling. 
I’ve been seeing well-preserved people 
for centuries. Same beard, same 
wrinkles, same bald head. . . . But 
that was all that was preserved. Just 
a shell. Everything alse has gone. All 
the life, the sparkle, the energy those 
men used to have—that was not pre- 
served. And their faith, too, where 
was that? The big point, when you 
begin to get old (Methuselah was fond 
of giving the little boy advice he would 
never remember), the big point is not 
to look younger than you are. That’s 
not the secret of youth, that’s the secret 
of the undertakers. The big point is to 
think younger than you are, to feel 
younger, to dream younger than you 
are.”’ 

“But you can’t do that,” said little 


Shem. “If you do all that you would 
really be younger than you are.” 

“Well, you can be just that,” said 
Methuselah. ‘I mean you don’t have to 
grow old inside and out at the same 
time. You can stay young somewhere. 
Your teeth and hair may fall out and 
your joints may be creaky as can be, 
but something about you can still be 
young. Take your little brother Japheth 
now, suppose he lives to be three hun- 
dred years old. What would you like 
to have him keep? His bright pink 
cheeks?” 

“Why, no Great-grandpapa, he can’t. 
I mean, his baby skin isn’t going to 
last.” 


ELL, do you think he has any- 
W thing that could last?” 
Shem thought a_ minute. 
“Yes,” he said. “His curiosity. He’s 
into everything, the whole world looks 
new to him. If he could just keep 
Oe: ce a 2 

“Now that’s what I mean,’’ Methu- 
selah said. ‘If the best that is in peo- 
ple could be perserved—’” 

“But why can’t it?’’ said little Shem. 
“The skin keeps it covered up.” 

“Why, yes, yes,’ said the old man. 
‘‘Maybe that’s what our bodies are for 
-—not to be preserved but to preserve. 
If the casket is worn and faded, what 
matter, if only the jewels within are 
bright?” 


” 


Waiting for Color TV 


Editor, The Christian Century, 

Sir: If and when color television 
gets out of the courts and into the liv- 
ing rooms and the taverns, I have a 
list of things I would like to see on it. 
The list is growing every day, so before 
it gets too long I am sending you a 
few items from it, just to whet your 
appetite and show the possibilities of 
this new advance of science. 

The main trouble with television so 
far, of course, has been the poverty of 
the programs, except those originating 
at Lake Success. Being bighearted and 
always eager to help, I am passing on 
some ideas for attractive programs. Here 
are some things I would like to see on 
color television: 


1. Senator McCarthy receiving his ap- 
pointment as ambassador to Baluchi- 
stan. (If there is no such country any 
more, I would settle for Patagonia, 
which is just as far away.) 

2. An assemblage of drunken automo- 
bile drivers being sent to the peniten- 
tiary for twenty years, with six days off 
for good behavior. 

3. Anything at all in the spot where 
Milton Berle used to be. 

4. Elmer Davis receiving a prize— 
Nobel, Pulitzer or what have you—for 
crisp, pungent newscasting, soaked with 
good sense. 


5. Carl Sandburg reading from the 


new collected edition of his poems. (Un- 
der sufficient pressure, I would be will- 
ing to make the selections to be read.) 

6. Several politicians who have been 

screaming to get us into war with Com- 
munist China leaving for the front in 
North Korea, without benefit of winter 
underwear. 
7. Ralph Bunche getting the degree 
of doctor of laws from the University of 
Alabama. Or from the University of 
Georgia, with Governor Herman Tal- 
madge doing the conferring. 

8. The Southern Baptist Convention 
and the Missouri Synod Lutherans join- 
ing the National Council of Churches. 
(This would be the show of the year. 
It might present some engineering diffi- 
culties, but it would be worth waiting 
for.) 

9. An announcer bringing this mes- 
sage from the sponsor: ‘There are sey- 
eral good gasolines. XYZ gasoline is 
one of them.” (This fantastic scene 
would not win any awards from the 
Associated Advertising Clubs of 
America, but it would delight millions 
of people—and it would sell gasoline.) 

What would you like to see on color 
television? 

SIMEON STYLITES. 


—Reprinted by permission of The 
Christian Century from the issue of Dec. 
20, 1950. 
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Aggressive Efforts 
Made in Two Cities 


Florida News Letter 


Aggressive efforts are being made in 
Presbyterian groups in Florida. A Pres- 
byterian Laymen’s Association is being 
formed in Jacksonville with the purpose 
of establishing chapels in rapidly de- 
veloping sections of the city. Approxi- 
mately 70 men from the city’s churches 
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will be engaged in the effort. Joseph 
W. Conyers, presbytery’s executive sec- 
retary, is taking the leadership in the 
work. A Presbyterian Strategy Commit- 
tee has been organized in Tampa. This 
committee is made up of the pastors of 
the churches plus an elder and a dea- 
con from each church. As in Jackson- 
ville, these men are seeking ways to 
develop new churches in growing areas. 
Elder Emmett T. Anderson, of the Hyde 
Park church, is chairman. At the pres- 
ent time, synod’s Sunday school exten- 
sion worker, Josephine Kates, is survey- 
ing four areas in Tampa. 


Student House Tops 
Presbyterian Building 

New construction by Presbyterians in 
Florida is highlighted by the student 
house in Tallahassee which is expected 
to be completed in mid-February. This 
is called the first student house in the 
Presbyterian Church, US, built for that 
purpose and for that purpose alone.... 
The Tallahassee church has moved into 
its new educational building which cost 
$130,000. .The Oakdale congrega- 
tion has completed a Sunday school 
addition. .The Wallace Memorial 
church in Panama City expects to enter 
its new building soon. . Orlando’s 
First church is engaged in a campaign 
for $500,000 for a new sanctuary and 
additional educational facilities. 
A new church is being built at Chatta- 
hoochee. 


New Radio Feature 
Begins in Jacksonville 

A new radio feature, modeled some- 
what after the one in Atlanta (Thurs- 
days, 11:30 p. m.), was recently begun 
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by Jacksonville’s Riverside church, It, 
too, is called ‘‘The Pastor’s Study.”’ Each 
Sunday evening from 11:30 to 12:00 
representative ministers of the city hola 
an open forum, answering questions 
which are called in by telephone. 


News Letter Will Report 
Legislative Matters 

A legislative news letter is to be 
published by the Florida Council of 
Churches. This item, prepared and dis- 
tributed by the Christian Social Activi- 
ties commission, will keep churchmen 
informed of matters relating to the 
moral and spiritual welfare of the state 
as they are considered by the State 
Legislature. In no sense will this be a 
lobbying committee. It will merely pro- 
vide the news. 


Court Rules Churches Exempt from 
Some Building Restrictions 

Laws which set building restrictions 
for business enterprises may not be ap- 
plied against churches or schools if they 
impose undue hardships, according to a 
recent ruling of the Florida Supreme 
Court. In a unanimous opinion the 
court reversed Hillsborough circuit 
court and ordered the City of Tampa 
to issue a permit to Jehovah’s Witnesses 
for construction of a church. The per- 
mit had been denied on grounds that 
the religious organization did not pro- 
vide adequate off-street parking facili- 
ties as required by city ordinance. 
“Different species of democracy have 
existed for more than 2,000 years, but 
democracy as we know it has never 
existed among the unchurched,” wrote 
Justice Glenn Terrell, author of the 
opinion. ‘“‘A people unschooled about the 
sovereignty of God, the Ten Command- 
ments and the ethics of Jesus,’ he 
wrote, “could never have evolved the 
Bill of Rights, the Declaration of In- 
dependence and the Constitution. There 
is not one solitary fundamental princi- 
ple of our democratic polity that did 
not stem directly from the basic moral 
concepts as emboided in the decalog and 
the ethics of Jesus.’”’ The court said 




















ceived for the 1951-52 term. 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


A four-year liberal arts college for 
women. B. A. and B. S. degrees are 
offered with many fields of concentra- 


tion. Registrations are now being re- 
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Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 
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denial of the permit for construction 
of the church was “arbitrary and un- 
reasonable,’’ and there was no showing 
the city ordinance had any relation to 
the ‘“‘public health, morals, safety or 
welfare.”” (RNS) 


Action on Gambling 
Follows Council Word 

Sheriff Thomas J. Kelly announced in 
Miami that bingo games in fraternal, 
social and other private clubs will not 
be permitted. His announcement came 
immediately after informal action by 
church groups against all forms of 
illegal gambling. Following discussions 
with the ministerial association, officials 
decided to allow the continued sale of 
lottery tickets on autos by churches and 
charity groups until campaigns then 
underway were concluded. No new ones 
will be permitted. At the annual meet- 
ing of the State Council of Churches in 
Orlando a strong resolution was adopted 
deploring the use of games of chance, 
raffles and drawings to raise funds for 
Protestant church activities. (RNS) 


Miami Baptists Act to 
Bolster Public Moral 

Baptists in Miami and surrounding 
Dade County adopted a series of resolu- 
tions at their annual meeting recently 
opposing ‘‘all forms of gambling, in- 
cluding bingo for cash or merchandise,” 
and the selling of chances on automo- 
biles and other articles; recommending 


the closing of ‘“‘all burlesque and other 
such lewd-type shows given in the hun- 
dreds of night spots across Miami and 
Dade County’’; and asked city and 
county commissioners to outlaw the sale 
of intoxicating beverages after 10:00 p. 
m. on week-days and all day Sunday. 
The Greater Miami Council of Churches 
has expressed its opposition to any move 
to legalize bingo games for the benefit 
of churches or other groups. Miami 
Beach Post, No. 85, American Iegion, 
has started a drive to have the 1951 
Florida legislature legalize bingo games 
for civic, religious, charitable, fraternal 
and veterans’ organizations. (RNS) 


Miscellany 

The Assembly’s Moderator, Ben R. 
Lacy, has just completed a visit to Jack- 
sonville, Gainesville and Suwannee Pres- 
bytery. . . .After 24 years of outstand- 
ing service, Daniel Iverson has resigned 
as pastor of the Shenandoah church in 
Miami. He plans to enter evangelistic 
work. .A successful home visita- 
tion evangelism campaign was held in 
Tampa in November. During the same 
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month the Presbyterian churches of 
Greater Miami held simultaneous evan- 
gelistic meetings. -The Florida 
Chain of Missions, visiting the principal 
cities of the state, will continue through 
February. Pastor Martin Niemoeller of 
Germany is one of the featured speakers. 

.A suggestion that Evangelist Billy 
Graham be invited to Jacksonville to 
conduct a revival was offered the Min- 
isterial Alliance by the County Board 
of Commissioners. 

MARSHALL C. DENDY. 
Orlando. 
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In today's world where many conflicting 
demands for men's loyalties are being 
made, every new method available must be 
used to spread to all the world the old story 
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RADIO 
PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL The Saturday network series over 


NBC is proving to be so significant that 
* « EARLY DELIVERY - « ‘ , 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE it may be important to call attention 


WWeslaiarl haa veal again, as was done Decem- 
) ° 


Provided over the network at 7:00 
p. m. (EST), the series is called, ‘‘The 
People Act,” and is jointly sponsored 
by NBC and the Twentieth Century 
Fund. Coming programs include: 
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Jan. 12, Home Is What They Made 
It (Lorain, Ohio). 

Jan. 20, The Women Did It (Law- 
ton, Okla.). 

Jan. 27, Crusade in Baltimore. 

Feb. 3, Cloth of Many Colors (N. Y.). 

Feb. 10, The City That Refused to 
Die (Decatur, Ala.). 


CAMPUS NEWS 
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CHURCH FINANCE . a, Richmond Agencie 
J. $. BRACEWELL A planeload of Austin (Texas) Semi- 
Director nary students is being given a mid- 
1408 Sterling Building January opportunity to visit church 
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headquarters in Atlanta and Richmond. 
Eighteen seniors, who have no conflict- 
ing assignments, guided by C. Ellis Nel- 
son, of the faculty, are spending a day 
at the agency offices located in each 
city. The plane itself is being made 
available by the owner, Toddy Lee 
Wynn, an elder in the Highland Park 
church, Dallas. 
This personal, first-hand contact, the 
Seminary feels will give students a work- 
Py ing knowledge of the church and its 
with pew ends boards and executives such as_ they 
f, ° could get in no other way. The sched- 
THCUCUN ule does not permit stopping in Nash- 
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Hundreds of camp men know from ex- 
perience the prompt courteous attention 
given all arrangements and claims. 
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Union Has Largest 
Group at Gettysburg 

Union Seminary in Virginia had the 
largest delegation at the recent Inter- 
Seminary conference in Gettsburg, Pa. 
recently. The Presbyterian, US, school 
had 36, while Gettysburg, the host semi- 
nary registered 34. Total attendance 
from Richmond was 56—from the As- 
sembly’s Training School and Virginia 
Union University as well. Total atten- 
dance from the Washington-Virginia 
area was 116. The two-day conference 
concentrated on “The Church and 
Youth’s Problems — of Uncertainty, of 
Sex, and of Race.” 


PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 


Rio Grande 


The abiding appeal of Western films, 
both at home and abroad, probably 
stems from the love of adventure and 
spectacular heroism inbred in us all, be 
we seven or seventy. This Argosy Pro- 
duction, under John Ford’s direction, 
should eminently satisfy ‘‘western” 
fans; it will be enjoyed also by those not 
commonly interested in this type of film. 
For in addition to the usual elements, 
“Rio Grande” has a good story enacted 
in a background of grandiose scenery of 
desert, rocky crags, river and valleys; a 
fine cast and an excellent musical score 
with appropriate vocal support by the 
Sons of the Pioneers. 





“Rio Grande” (a Republic release) 
unfolds a rugged tale about the exploits 
of the U. S. Cavalry in an outpost on 
the American-Mexican frontier. Great 
unrest among the Indians, who engage 
in repeated attacks on army post and 
wagon trains, has to be subdued. This 
involves violent fighting and demands 
sacrifices in lives, strategy in command 
and daring courage at all times. With- 
in this larger epic is a more personal 
conflict, the long standing estrangement 
between the Colonel and his Lady, their 
relationship in authority and parental 
affection for their soldier son, and a 
certain matter of honor in the bond of 
one’s given word. 

John Wayne is in his element as the 
serious, inflexible colonel; Maureen 
O’Hara plays his proud, high-born wife 
who harbors a grudge and hides her 
love. Claude Jarman, Jr. (who has come 
a long way since his start in ‘“‘The Year- 
ling’) is their son bent on being a good 
soldier, with physical courage and 4 
sense of honor. Victor MacLaglen is 
the traditionally ‘‘tough sergeant’? who 
loves to fight, to take an occasional 
strong drink and to shed a sentimental 
tear. There are many episodes of great 
suspense, many scenes of breath-taking 
beauty. Because such stories are in the 
American tradition and because this one 
will please family audiences, we believe 
that it will be well received. FOR: 
Family. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 
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The Great Teacher 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 28, 1951 


Mark 4:1-2a, 26-34 


In Chapter 1 Mark describes the be- 
ginning of Jesus’ ministry. He tells us 
how Jesus came into Galilee preaching 
Good News about God and saying ‘‘The 
Kingdom of God is at hand.” Great 
crowds gathered about him, until he 
was finally compelled to restrict his 
movements. In Mark 2:1-3:6 Mark 
tells us how opposition began to arise 
from both the religious and the politi- 
cal leaders of the nation. In 3:7-35 he 
pictures the diverse attitudes that came 
to be taken toward Christ. The com- 
mon people were attracted by his mi- 
racles of healing (3:7-12); some became 
disciples (3:13-19a); old ‘‘friends” be- 
gan to fear that he had lost his mind 
(3:19b-21); enemies charged that he 
was in league with the devil (3:22-30); 
a new brotherhood, linked to Jesus by 
the closest spiritual ties, was in process 
of formation (2:31-35). 

In chapter 4 we have a trio of par- 
ables interpreting this situation and 
dealing with the future of Jesus’ min- 
istry and with the growth of the King- 
dom of God. They need to be considered 
carefully by all who are interested in 
the coming of God’s reign. 


I. Parable of the Sower 


Opposition of the Pharisees forced 
Jesus to speak most of the time now 
out of doors. The seashore became one 
of his favorite resorts. On this oc- 
casion the crowds were unusually great. 
In order that he might address them 
more easily, he entered the little boat 
(cf. 3-9) that was kept ready for him, 
and pushed out a little on the water. 

Then he told them a story about a 
farmer who went out to sow his field. 
Some of the seed which he scattered 
from his bag fell upon the path which 
traversed the lot. The seed could not 
penetrate the trodden soil and naturally 
was devoured by the birds. Another 
part of the field was rocky—that is, a 
rocky ledge came up near the surface 
and cropped up here and there through 
the thin coat of earth. The nearness 
of the seed to the surface, its exposure 
to the sun and the rain, induced rapid 
growth; it was soon scorched, however, 
because its roots had never sunk deep 
into the earth. Another part of the seed 
fell upon soil which had not been 
properly weeded. The tares choked the 
wheat and the grain failed to mature. 
There was a part of the seed, however, 
that fell upon fertile soil. It sprang 
up and bore fruit, some thirty-, some 
sixty-, and some a hundred-fold. 

The point of the parable was that 
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the seed has fortunes corresponding to 
the soils. In the one case it did not 
spring up at all; in the second it sprang 
up only to wither; in the third it sprang 
up and grew, but yielded nothing, ow- 
ing to the choking effect of rival 
growths; in the fourth it came to 
maturity and to an increase varying in 
measure according to the different de- 
grees of the soil’s softness, depth and 
purity. 

This Jesus proceeds to explain is a 


true picture of the Kingdom, i. e., of 
God’s reign among men. It comes 


through the sowing of the Truth in 
men’s hearts and minds. Much of the 
seed fails to mature. This happens be- 
cause some men do not receive it, while 
others do receive it but only in a super- 
ficial fashion. They fall away as soon 
as opposition comes, or disappointment, 
or some exacting command. Others re- 
ceive it and continue to hold it, remain 
members of the church, but bear no 
real fruit, because they allow the Word 
to be choked by the distractions of life, 
the deceitfulness of riches, or the plea- 
sures of the world. Some, however, do 
receive it and allow it to bear fruits, 
in varying proportions according to 
their capacities and their consecration. 

The parable is neither pessimistic, as 
some think, or optimistic, but realistic, 
reflecting the facts of life. The King- 
dom comes through the sowing of the 
Word. Much of it is wasted, but some 
of it bears fruit, thirty-, sixty-, or even 
a hundred-fold. 

Our duty is first to sow the seed, or 
changing the figure as Jesus does in 
4:21-22, to let the truth shine like light 
in the darkness. Who may sow the 
Word? Parents, teachers and preachers, 
of course. Anyone else? How about 
business men and women in the home 
and office? How may we sow it? By 
proclaiming it in the pulpit, and by 
teaching it in the Sunday school and 
in the home. But how else? By per- 
sonal work, by helping to carry on the 
work of the local church, by contribut- 
ing to home and foreign missions and 
Christian education, by commending 
Christ and his way of life, when the 
opportunity offers, by defending his 
truth when it is called into question, 
by allowing the Spirit to bear its fruit 
in our own lives (Gal. 5:22). How 
else? 

What is the most effective way of 
sowing the Word today? Should we 
be disappointed because so many do not 
respond, or do not allow the truth to 
bear its full fruit in their lives? If 





the gospel were perfectly presented 
would all men believe it? ‘‘For all the 
many failures,” says J. Weiss, ‘‘the 
preacher of the Word does experience 
the same joy as the husbandman. He 
does always find among his hearers 
some who not only hear and receive 
the Word but also bear fruit in differ- 
ent degrees of course, and in varying 
abundance but still they do bear fruit. 
The preacher must think of them and 
for the sake of such success put up 
with inevitable disappointment in other 
cases.’’ 

Our duty is, second, to receive the 
seed into our own hearts. “If any man 
has ears to hear, let him hear,” said 
Jesus. And he said unto them, ‘‘Take 
heed what you hear” (4:23-26), or as 
Luke has it ‘show you hear” (Lk. 8:18). 
How do we hear in church and in Sun- 
day school? Do we really give the 
Word a lodging place in our hearts? 
How do we read the Bible? Do we give 
the Word a chance to sink in? What 
are the things that harden our hearts, 
the hearts of other men to the gospel? 
Why is it that some men so readily re- 
ceive the Word and then so quickly 
fall away? What are the thorns that 
choke the Word in our lives and in the 
lives of other men? What is the in- 
fluence of the moving pictures, the 
radio, television, the popular literature 
of our day, the amusements of our 
group? Why should wealth choke the 
Word? Why is it that the Word bears 
different fruit in different lives? Is it 
enough for the church to sow the seed, 
or should it also seek to improve the 
soil? 


II. The Seed in the Ground 


No doubt the disciples were dis- 
mayed that there were so few visible 
results from Jesus’ preaching, that the 
opposition of the authorities was rising 
ever higher, that the multitudes flocked 
to him with their sick, but refused to 
live by his teachings. The Kingdom 
which he proclaimed seemed no nearer 
than before. 

That they might not be discouraged 
Jesus told them, first, the parable of 
the Sower, which brings home the fact 
that while some of the seed is wasted, 
some of it falls on good ground and 
bears rich fruit. He followed this with 
a second parable which illustrates the 
growth of the Kingdom even better. 
“The Kingdom of God is as if a man 
should scatter seed upon the ground, 
and should sleep and rise night and day, 
and the seed should sprout and grow, 
he knows not how. The earth produces 
of itself, first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear.” 

This parable tells us three things 
about the growth of God’s Kingdom. 
First, it is certain. It is certain be- 
cause the seed, i. e., the gospel, has life, 
vitality in itself; and because it is 
adapted to the soil and the soil to the 
seed. ‘ ‘The seed springeth up,’ ‘the 
earth bringeth forth fruit’ because soil 
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and seed are in harmony. The soil 
provides the very elements needed for 
the seed’s nourishment, and the seed 
gives the soil its opportunity. So, says 
Jesus, the Kingdom fits human life.’ 
(Buttrick: The Parables of Jesus.) It 
is true that some of the soil is not fit, 
as illustrated in the parable of the 
sower: nonetheless human nature as a 
whole is adapted to the gospel and once 
the seed takes root in the individual 
heart or in the life of a nation or of 
the world, some of it will bring forth 
fruit. 

Second, it is secret. 
to have a precarious existence. 


“Seed appears 
Buried 
in the earth, who knows that it will 
ever survive? Then is seen the mira- 
cle of the first shoot piercing its way 
through the hindering soil; then the 
ear; then the full grain. .It thrives 
not primarily by human aid (though 
cultivation is necessary for the best re- 
sults) but by inherent power. A man 
may dissect the roots of a flower and 
analyze the soil, but the secret of growth 
will still elude him. ‘God giveth the 
increase!’”’ (Buttrick) And so with 
the Kingdom of God. We do not un- 
derstand how the gospel bears its fruit 
in human life or in the life of a nation. 
We cannot see what takes place be- 
neath the surface. We never know 
what hold the seed we scatter have 
taken, what fruit they shall bear in 
human life. Once it has found con- 
genial soil, it will germinate and grow, 
while we sleep; even after we are gone. 
One of the joys of heaven may be to 
discover what fruit some chance word, 
some small unselfish deed has borne in 
individual lives, or in the life of ths 
world. 

Third, it is gradual—first the blade, 
then the ear, and then finally the full 
grain in the ear. So it is with indivia- 
uals. We do not see the full fruit al) 
at once. That bit of truth, that new 
ideal which has found lodgment within 
a boy’s heart may seem to have small 
influence on the boy’s life, but give Itt 
time, first the blade will appear, then 
the ear, and finally many years hence 
“Nothing 
suddenly,” wrote 
Epictetus in the 1st Century A. D., ‘“‘not 
even a grape or a fic. 


the full grain in the ear. 
great is produced 
If you say to 
me that you want a grape or a fig now, 
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I will answer you that you cannot have 
it; a grape takes time. Let it flower 
first, then it will ripen. And would you 
have the fruit of a man’s life and char- 
acter all in a moment? Do not expect 
itt 

And so it is in the life of the world. 
The gospel which Jesus produced has 
borne some fruit, but not its full fruit, 
that is still to come. But other seed 
is also being planted in the human 
heart. ‘‘Whoever thought that the little 
man with a beard who, in the 1880's, 
spent day after day just reading in the 
British Museum would terrorize the 
world by his philosophy in 1950? The 
little man with the beard was Karl 
Marx—-a man with an idea! Whoever 
thought that the ‘mad scientist of Kent,’ 
sixteen miles from London Bridge, who 
paid a musician to play a trombone in 
his garden just to see what effect the 
music would have on a row of growing 
whoever thought that this 
Charles Darwin would have such a vol- 
ecanic effect on the thinking of man- 
kind? Plant a seed—in the earth, in 
the mind, in the heart —and it will 
grow.” (Frank S. Mead in Tarbell 
Guide) And that is true 
whether we sow good seed or bad. 

Our duty is to prepare and clean the 
soil and sow the right kind of seed, 
confident that fruit will appear in time, 
first, the blade, then the ear, and then 
the full grain in the ear. Like the 
farmer, we must ‘exercise patience and 
hope in the full conviction that in the 
spiritual universe, as in the natural, 
there are divine forces which promote 
the growth of good impulses and pro- 
duce great fruitfulness in human lives.” 


beans - 


Teachers 


Ill. Parable of the Mustard Seed 


One truth about. the 
growth remains to be shown. 


Kingdom’s 

And the 
parable of the mustard seed is intended 
to teach this, that the small beginning 
and gradual growth is not inconsistent 
with a great result. 

“With what can we compare the king- 
dom of God, or what parable shall we use 
for it?’”’ said Jesus. ‘It is like a grain 
of mustard seed, which, when sown upon 
the ground, is the smallest of all seeds 
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows 
tp and becomes the greatest of all 
shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 
so that the birds of the air can make 
nests in its shade.” 

There is a school of exegetes (pre- 
millenialists, dispensationalists) which 
holds that this parable describes the dis- 
torted or abnormal growth of the King- 
dom, as seen for example, in the Ro- 
man Catholic church of the Middle 
Ages; the birds that dwell in the 
branches of the mustard shrub are said 
to be the emissaries of evil, who dwell 
within the church and defile it. This 
interpretation is an utterly preposterous 
one, untrue to the setting and to the 
normal use of language: is not the in- 
terpretation which is accepted, or has 
ever been accepted by the recognized 


scholars of the church. The parable 
contrasts the small beginnings of the 
Kingdom with its widespread growth. 
The disciples are not to be discouraged 
by its insignificant beginning; it wil] 
some day overshadow the earth. That 
was a daring claim. In Galilee at the 
time the Kingdom appeared as a speck 
too trivial for reckoning. 


‘‘Men did not heed the birth of Jesus, 
Bethlehem, amid the bustle of the Ro- 
man census, talked not of him, but of 
the oppression of the conqueror, the 
movement of the legionaires, the arriva] 
of caravans from Damascus, and the 
probable yield of the harvest, of all the 
momentous affairs of the world. He 
found no room in that hubub of voices, 
even as he found no room in the inn. 
Grown to manhood’s estate, his witness 
was still negligible. The Roman state 
and the Jewish Church both frowned 
upon him; he was only a carpenter from 
a village in an inconsequential and con- 
quered province. .His end was a 
gallows, with only a handful of frienas 
to mourn his death. How could his 
faith endure? 

‘““ In very truth ‘less than the least 
of all seeds.” Yet Jesus was sure it 
would survive and grow. Let it be 
buried deep in the earth; it woula 
germinate and find the sun. Let it be 
cast to the winds; it would gain lodg- 
ment in some obscure rock-crevice and 
there blossom. Let it be drowned ina 
sea of blood: red tides would carry it 
to the soil of some strange shore. An 
incredible optimism, but history has 
kept troth with him. The microscopic 
seed is now a plant overtopping all 
others in the garden.” 


We are victimized by bigness, con- 
tinues Dr. Buttrick. ‘‘Some day we shall 
learn his mind and rest our hopes on 
God’s tiny seeds this man’s utter con- 
secration; that mother’s prayer; this 
girl’s joy, ‘as white as river sand’; that 
boy’s imagination, glorious with ideals, 
unfurled like banners. For of such is 
the tree of the Kingdom of heaven.” 
Small beginnings are not to be despised 
in any fields, least of all in the spirit- 
ual field. 

The three parables we have studied 
belong together. As Dr. Swete points 
out, they direct attention successively 
to the soil, the hidden life working in 
the seed, and the seed itself in its re- 
lation to the final results of the sowing. 
Any impression of failure derived from 
the first parable is corrected by the sec- 
ond and the third. 

While the first two regard the King- 
dom of God in its operations upon the 
individual; the third represents it as 
an imperial power, destined to over- 
shadow the world. The Kingdom of 
God will some day dominate the hearts 
and the lives of all the institutions of 
men. Its growth is sometimes checked, 
but it holds the promise of the future. 
Evil will not be completely eliminated 
in the life of the individual or in the 
life of the world until the final judg- 
ment (see Matthew 13:18-30) but God’s 
reign will inevitably triumph. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


FAITH CAN MASTER FEAR. By G. 
Ernest Thomas. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York. 160 pp., $2.00. 

This is a good book and a helpful one, 
dealing constructively with one of life’s 
most prevalent and universal maladies. 
The contents vindicate the title ana 
justify the boldness of this dogmatic 
afirmation. The sixteen chapters give 
comprehensive coverage of the many- 
sided problem of fear, although the com- 
prehensiveness leads to some degree of 
repetition and overlapping. This book 
is helpful from the standpoint of ser- 
monic suggestions, pastoral counselling 
and practical aids in dispelling the 
shadow of fear in one’s personal life. 
Though good in content, the approach 
sometimes lacks freshness and the style 
sometimes lacks sparkle. Well worth 
reading and owning. 





C. NEWMAN FAULCONER. 
Waynesboro, Va. 


ETERNAL VALUES IN RELIGION. 
By James Bissett Pratt; with a fore- 
word by Willard L. Sperry. The Mac- 
millan Company, New York. 162 pp., 
$2.00. 

The title of this book may well lead 
the reader to expect much that is not 
here. One of the chapter headings sums 
up the general theme much better: 
“Faith, Worship, and Sincerity.” 

The book is a collection of seven 
essays, published posthumously, at the 
written request of the author. They 
are the fruit of a lifetime of meditation 
and study by a psychologist, who has 
had a long and rich experience with 
God, and whose own sincerity and Chris- 
tian devotion can never for a moment 
be doubted. 

When he writes as a psychologist, his 
book is stimulating and rewarding to a 
high degree. The opening chapter con- 
tains some mature observations on the 
strength and the weaknesses of our 
Protestant worship. Written not by a 
preacher, but by a deeply spiritual lay- 
man, it has the great value of getting 
beneath the surface of our habitual 
methods and making us think. He has 
a high appreciation of the place of the 
sermon; he has much good to say for 
the music (but also some suggestive 
criticism); but he is greatly concerned 
by our failure to reach the heart of 
true worship in prayer. (‘‘It is exactly 
here that our non-liturgical churches 
are at their weakest.’’) 

In supsequent chapters he turns to 
more philosophical themes, including a 
splendid defense of objective (as over 
against purely subjective) worship. 

From the very beginning of the book 
it is apparent that the author and most 
Southern Presbyterians would differ on 
many a theological point. On the whole, 
these questions do not come to the fore 
to interrupt the helpfulness of the book. 
After suggesting, for example, that ‘‘the 
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excision of a few phrases and the re- 
wording of a few more” might make the 
Apostles’ Creed acceptable in worship 
“as at least a frankly symbolic expres- 
sion of our Christian faith,’’ he quickly 
adds: “This however is a matter for 
the theologians to settle.” But when 
he does get into this field, as in the 
essay on “The Nature of Christianity,” 
he raises far more questions than he 
answers, and leaves much to be desired. 
He has a fine discussion of symbolism, 
but carries it much too far. In the 
last analysis, there is a great difference 
between a symbol and an historical fact, 
and we find ourselves saying with the 
apostle Paul: ‘If Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.’’ 
J. SHERRARD RICE. 
Huntington, W. Va. 


PURIM AND HANUKKAH IN CUS- 
TOM AND TRADITION. By Theodore 
H. Gaster. Henry Schuman, New York. 
134 pp., $2.50. 

One of a series of books on Great Re- 
ligious Festivals (Christmas, Easter, 
Thanksgiving, Passover, etc.), the pres- 
ent volume discusses two of the merriest 
and — to the Christian at least — least 
known feasts in the Jewish calendar. 
The former, traditionally associated with 
the story of Easter, takes place in 
March, while the latter commemorates 
the rededication of the Temple in 165 
B. C. after its desecration by Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and falls in December. The 
author, a well-known Orientalist, dis- 
cusses the origins of these feasts, and 
the traditions, customs and ideas as- 
sociated with them. There is much here 
that is informative and interesting, and 
much to promote understanding of and 
sympathy for the Jewish people. 

JOHN BRIGHT. 

Richmond, Va. 


EAST AND WEST. By Mary Burt 
Messer. Philosophical Library, New 
York. 63 pp., $3.00. 

The author of this small volume is a 
Christian scientist. She proposes Chris- 
tian Science as the hope of the world 
because of its teaching of oneness. The 
spirituality of Mary Baker Eddy is 
offered as the victorious opponent of the 
Communist Manifesto. This discovery 
on the part of woman is needed by this 
“man made world.” ‘Is there some- 
thing to be reconsidered in the whole 
masculine approach?” It is difficult to 
seet how this document would change a 
Marxist into a ‘“‘Christian Scientist.’’ The 
price of the book is rather high. 

JAMES W. JACKSON. 

Columbia, S. C. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Christ of the 
Morgan, M. A., B. D. 
Publisher, Inc. $3.50. 

Can Christ Help Me? C. C. Martindale, 
Ss. J. Newman Press, Westminster, Md. 
$2.25. 

The Hebrew Impact on Western Civiliza- 


Cross, Hichard 
Rtehard R. Smith 





tion. Edited by Dagobert D. Runes. Philo- 
sophical Library. $10.00. 

Anointed to Preach, Clovis G. Chappel. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. 

The Word in Season. Hughes Wagner: 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.00. 

A Gospel for the Social Awakening. 
Selections from the writings of Walter 
Rauschenbusch. Compiled by Benjamin E. 
Mays. Association Press, $2.00. 

Understanding the Books of the Old 


Testament. Edited by Patrick H. Car- 
michael. John Knox Press. $2.50. 

The Daughter of Jairus. Paul Fox. Lit- 
tle, Brown & Co., Boston. $2.75. 


America and the Story of the Prophets. 
Mary Mauger Markley. Bookman Asso- 
ciates. $3.50. 

The Whole Armor. Faith Baldwin. Rine- 
hart & Co., Inc., New York. $3.00. 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initia] including 
address. Minimum: 2, cash with order. 





BOOKS 





NEW CATALOG or used religious books— 
Free! Baker Book House, Dept. PO, 
Grand Rapids 6, Michigan, 





SITUATION WANTED 





GRADUATE OF a Southern Presbyterian 

woman’s college, majoring in music and 
business, experienced in church and young 
people’s work, 5 years secreterial includ- 
ing Red Cross overseas, age 27, would con- 
sider position as Director Religious Educa- 
tion in Presbyterian Church. References 
furnished. Address: Apt. 3-A, 912 19th 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 





For Sunday school 

Superintendents 
practical and 
inspiring help 


only 59c. 


THE NEW 


SUPERINTENDENT 
by Jack B. McMichael 


*Mental, social, and spiritual 
qualifications of the superinten- 
dent 

*Tasks and responsibilities of 
the superintendent 

*Suggestions for records, equip- 
ment, and budget 

*Analysis of Sunday school 
work in all its phases 

Only 50 cents 


order now frcm your 
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BOOK STORES 


Box 1176 Box 1020 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Tex. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Robert W. Reinhold from 
Belgium, to APCM, Moma, 
Congo Belge, Africa. 


J. A. Christian from Raleigh, N. C., 
where he has been serving as supply 
minister of the First church for 14 
months, to Route 1, Roxbury, Va 

Edwin C. Brasington, 
Okolona, Miss., 
Leland, Miss., 

E. B. McGukin's address in Lynch- 
burg, Va. (First church) is 1117 
way Court. 

Richard T. 
Tenn., to 726 
where 








Brussels, 
par Luisa, 


formerly of 
has become pastor of the 
church. 


Green- 
Franklin, 


Ga., 
the 


Gillespie from 
Kirk Road, 
begins his 
faculty of Columbia Seminary. 

John V. McCall from Weatherford, 
Texas, to Box 78, Spring Hill, Tenn. 

W. F. Pruitt from APCM, 
Lubondai, Tshimbula, Belge, 
Africa. 

J. Kelly Unger from 
Miss., to 2504 34th St., 

Curry W. 


Decatur, 


he service on 


Luebo to 
Congo 


West Point, 
Meridian, Miss. 
Davis, formerly of Malden 
W. Va., has for Box 
1328, Plant City, 

gd. V. C. 
senior, 


his 
Fla. 
Summerell, 


new address, 
Union Seminary 
has accepted a call to the Black- 
Va., church, effective 
graduation next May. 

Reuben T. Allen, has resigned as pas- 
tor of the First La Follette, 
Tenn., in order a missionary 
to Mexico. 


stone, upon his 


church, 
to become 


L. A. MeMurray from Mutoto, 
bourg, Conzo Belge, to Kakinda, APCM, 
Luputa, Belge, where the Mc- 
Murrays take up their work in the new 
Bible school. 

Morris D. 
N.S. 


Lulua- 


Congo 


Warren from 
to 4228 Old Road, 
Richmond 27, Va. Mr. Warren is 
the Board of Education staff, an asso- 
ciate in the department of administra- 
tion in charge 
istration. 


Winston- 
Salem, Brook 


on 


of church school admin- 


ON LEAVE 
Donald G. 
Seminary in 


Miller, professor at 
Virginia 


Union 
and co-editor of 
Interpretation, will spend his sabbatical 
year, beginning month, at Mont- 
pellier Seminary in southern France. 


this 


RETIRED 


Sivyer I. Nash, Lawrenceburg, Tenn., 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard two-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration. One and two year commer- 
cial cources. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School. 


Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina 








has been honorably retired on account 
of illness. 

H. L. Cathey from Lynchburg, Va., to 
Box 17, Edenton, N. C. 


STATED CLERKS 

Chester F. Monk, 20 Smith 
Garden City, Savannah, Ga., 
stated clerk of the Synod of Georgia 
under an interim appointment, follow- 
ing the removal of Wm. C. Sistar. L. 
B. Gibbs, Clayton, was appointed 
to replace Mr. Monk as permanent clerk. 

Paul C. Edgar, Box 325, La Feria, 
Texas, became stated clerk and treasurer 
of Western Texas Presbytery, January 1, 
succeeding T. H. Pollard of Rockport. 


Ave., 
is acting as 


Ga., 


COUNCIL TO COUNCIL 

Richard M. Fagley, co-secretary of the 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill of the National Council of 
Churches, will become executive secre 
tary of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches and the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council March 1. For 
the past six years he has served with 
Walter W. Van Kirk in directing the 
work cof the former Federal Council’s 
department. Mr. Fagley will be located 
in the New York offices of the World 
Council. 


DEATH 

Ivanhoe Robertson, 86, Farmville, 
Va., died January 2 in a Richmond hos- 
pital. His last pastorate was in the 
Cumberland and Jamestown, Va.,, 
churches 1912-15, since which time he 
has been retired. 





HE 
TEACHES 


Clement Dickey, Professor of 
at Schreiner, is an Elder 
in the Kerrville Presbyterian Church. 
He is the the late Dr. B. I. 
Dickey, Presbyterian Minister, and the 
nephew of Dr. W. P. Dickey, retired 
Presbyterian minister and member of 
the Board of Trustees, 


Robert 
Mithematies 


son of 


Schreiner 


SCHREINER 
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 











DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


Where a Good Past 


Predicts a Better Future 
John R. Cunningham, President 








STILLMAN_ 


OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 
As fares Stillman, so 


fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


COLLEGE 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ably for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


e@eWhy not send your per- 
sonal contribution, vas: 








Southwestern at Memphis 


Outstanding faculty and equipment for 


genuine and excellent education in the 


finest Christian tradition. 


Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 








ment, beautiful campus. 





PEACE COLLEGE 


First and second-year college courses; two years of high school. 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. 
academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. 
Glee Club, Sports. 
tions for 1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 

William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Transfer, 
Program develops self-control, 
Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
All courses accredited. Applica- 
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